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PREFACE.

O HIS is a translation of Poet Kalidasa’s Ritusamharam
"@: or ‘ @ycle of Seasons’. I translated the poem in 18g8.
As regards the merits of the poem, [ only guote below the
opinion given in the Imperial Gazetteer of India by Dr. A. A.
Mac DoneLL, Boden Professor of Sanskrit at Oxford :—

“ The Cycle of the Seasons consists -of 153 stanzas—the
‘“ edition I have, consists of only 144 stanzas—in six cantoes
“.c6mposed In various metres, It is a highly poetical descrip-
““tion of the six seasons into which Classical Sanskrit poets
“usually divide the Indian year. By the introduction of love
“scenes, the poet adroitly interweaves the expression of
‘“ human emotions with glowing accounts of the beauties of
‘““nature. Perhaps no other work of Kalidasa’s manifests so
“ strikingly the poet’s deep sympathy with nature, his keen
“ powers of observation and his skill in depicting an Indian
‘“landscape in vivid colours.”

CUDDAPAH,

2nd August 1910. }TADUR LAKSHMI NARASIMHARAO.
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